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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 2, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rosenbaum (US 4,326,750) in view of Ward (US 5,359,942). 

Rosenbaum discloses a door operator for a bottom dumping vehicle. The system 
is comprised of a housing 136 supported by the vehicle and accommodates a double 
acting piston 142 that moves in a first direction and a second direction in and out of the 
housing 136 to open and close the door of the vehicle. The piston is operated by either 
compressed air or liquid and when the air or fluid is supplied or relieved the doors will 
open or close. A control assembly 152 operates in a first mode to supply air or fluid to 
the piston 142 and in a second mode to retrieve the air or fluid from the piston 142. The 
first mode, which supplies air or fluid to the piston, maintains the doors in a closed 
position while the second mode maintains the doors in an open position. The control 
assembly 1 52 allows for a predetermined amount of air or fluid to be applied to the 
pistons 142 to move the doors from one position to another. Column 7, lines 5-10 
describes the control assembly to direct a controlled amount of compressed air or 
hydraulic fluid. The Examiner has interpreted that for a controlled amount of air or fluid 
to be directed then it would have to be predetermined how much air or fluid would go 
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into the controlled amount directed by the system 152. The control assembly is 
connected to an air supply 154 by means of input ports 166 and conduits 168, 170. Two 
output ports 174, 176 establish communication between the control assembly 152 and 
the pistons 142. The control system is further comprised of solenoids controlled by 
switches, which are controlled by the operator of the vehicle. The switches allow the 
operator to control the openings of the doors until the vehicle has reached a 
predetermined point. The system is also comprised of a pilot valve 156, which is 
responsive to pressure, and moves from a first state to a second state to either stop the 
flow of air from the source to the piston or to allow air or fluid to flow to the piston. 

Rosenbaum discloses the door actuator as described above. However, 
Rosenbaum does not disclose the doors use on a railroad car. Ward discloses a 
railroad car with bottom dump doors. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to understand that a door assembly, like that of Rosenbaum, could have been 
applied to a railroad car, like that of Ward since the two vehicles are substantially the 
same construction except for the mode of travel with which they are used. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-7, 34 and 35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 8-31 are allowed. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed April 4, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prior art references cannot be combined since 
they are different, such that one is a railroad car and the other is a road trailer. The 
Examiner has combined the two references based on the body construction and the 
hopper gate controls. It is clearly visible that the two vehicles, regardless of their mode 
of transportation, are substantially the same except for the type of wheels mounted on 
the undercarriage and the type of surface they travel over. It is understood that whether 
the vehicle is moved over rails or a road, it is merely intended use since the bodies are 
of the same basic construction. The applicant also argues that the device does not allow 
for a build up of a predetermined amount of pressure. As described above the control 
unit and a pilot valve which control the flow of air into the pistons. The Examiner has 
interpreted that the controlled flow of air would need to be predetermined in order to 
have the device work properly. 

The arguments filed April 4, 2005 regarding claims 3, 4 and 18 are persuasive 
and the rejection has been removed from these claims. However, claims 3 and 4 are 
now objected to for being dependent from a rejected independent claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. McCarry, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:00am 
to 3:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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